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RESISTANCE: AFRICAN RESISTANCE TO SLAVERY

STRAND A
TIME, CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

GOAL: Students will become aware of the many facets of African resistance to enslavement in the Americas.

INFUSION POINT OBJECTIVES
African Students will be able to:
Resistance
(1470 -1800) M  documentin a journal some of the methods used by Africans to resist enslavement in Africa.

M explain in panel discussions how some of the African kings, queens, and leaders resisted enslavement.
M  research and identify some of the kings, queens, and other leaders who helped deter slavery from their lands.
M

locate and label some of the African nations or empires on a world map.
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INFUSION POINT CULTURAL CONCEPTS/INFORMATION
African Chattel slavery, as it existed, was the worst kind of human bondage. Africans fought against and resisted slavery in their
Resistance
(1470 - 1800) homeland, on the seas, and in America. There was continuous resistance against Europeans during every phase of the slave

trade. Because the rebellions of the African slaves increased, the slave traders created laws designed to reduce African

resistance.

Much of the information about the resistance to slavery came from written documents kept by the European sailors. There
is enough information, includling historical facts, examples of resistance, and dislike of the European slave trade, to establish
that the enslavement of Africans was not accepted by African people.

African leaders and those opposing the European slave trade, organized and assigned large groups to keep watch for slave
ships traveling to the East and whose crews were well-known for kidnapping Africans on the coast. For example, King Ansah of
Ghana (1470-1486) had the Fante people watch for European ships, and prevented them from coming ashore. Many other
African leaders did not permit Europeans in their kingdoms. In Benin, the people had heard of the intentions of the Europeans,
so they killed them as soon as they came ashore. There were some kings who agreed to trade with the Europeans, but
attempted to stop it once they saw the problems that were created in their lands. Through the tactics of several African leaders
and kings, they were able to minimize the European slave trade but they could not stop it completely. The treachery and greed
of the Europeans, hurt the African economy and, therefore, damaged trade relations. African King Nzenga Maremba tried to

stop the slave trade in the Congo only after he originally participated in the trade in exchange for military items and
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INFUSION POINT CULTURAL CONCEPTS/INFORMATION
African
Resistance support from Portugal. King Maremba agreed to release his African prisoners of war to the Portuguese who wanted the best

(1470 -1800)
young African men as a bargaining chip to be sure the King kept his word. The Portuguese promised to train and educate the

young men to become priests and later to return them to the Congo. King Meremba let the Portuguese convince him to take
the Christian name, Alfonso, as a show of support. When Alfonso asked for the return of a few of his former prisoners, who
had been trained to serve as physicians, surgeons, pharmacists, assistants for shipbuilders and carpenters, his requests were
denied. After having his requests denied several times, King Alfonso learned that his prisoners of war had been sold as slaves
in Portugal. In 1526, King Alfonso wrote to King John lll, the former King of Portugal, and asked for his help in ending the
slave trade in the Congo. He explained the freedoms that were given to the Portuguese, who had set up shops, become
merchants in the Congo and had amassed fortunes. The people in the Congo could not do the same because they had
complied with the agreement and now did not have the same abundance of wealth as the invaders. King Alfonso related that
the damage was so great that his people and land were being seized daily. King Alfonso ended his letter to King John III with
another request for his help because it was the will of the people in the Congo and other kingdoms that there should not be any
trading of slaves nor  markets for slaves. Other countries that were resisting the slave trade throughout the continent of Africa
were Senegal, Ghana, Benin, Nigeria, and Angola. In 1777, King Agadja, a Dahomean monarch, captured an Englishman

and his slave raiding party who had entered his kingdom looking for more Africans. The Englishman and his crew

D)C/\’\OOL D

Divisiofyof&dgcational Equity - Rev. 2002 UNIT 2 African and African American History Infusion Curriculum - Page 143

097-2001 by The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida




RESISTANCE: AFRICAN RESISTANCE TO SLAVERY

STRAND A
TIME, CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

INFUSION POINT CULTURAL CONCEPTS/INFORMATION
African were released after they promised to return all the Africans they had captured. King Agadja gave the Englishmen a warning to
Resistance
(1470 — 1800) take to the rulers of England, that if any other slave traders were sent to his Kingdom, or other kingdoms, they would be killed.

In 1787, the Senegal King of Aimammy, passed a law that made it illegal to take enslaved Africans through his kingdom. To let
Europeans know how serious the law was, the king returned the presents French slave traders sent as bribes. Queen Nzingha
of Angola fought a successful 30-year war against the slave traders of Portugal until the Portuguese negotiated a treaty with

her in 1656. Their treaty remained in effect until she died in 1663.
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INFUSION POINT

LINKAGES TO AMERICAN HISTORY

African
Resistance
(1470 - 1800)
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1519 -

1522 -

1526 -

1527 -

1529 -

1530 -

1531 -

1533 -

Displacement of Africa’s natural and human wealth begins.

King Ansah, ruler of the Fante people, fights the slave traders from 1472 — 1484.
Tribal Chiefs, Arabs and Moors begin modern Black Slavery.

Spain officially begins slave trade.

Father Bartholomé De Las Casas, a Catholic priest, condemns use of Native American slaves, but suggests use
of Africans instead.

Billions in gold and silver are moved to Europe from slave mines.

Henrique leads a revolt against the Spanish in Hispaniola.

Africans lead more revolts against the Spanish in Hispaniola.

Africans revolt in the Spanish colony of South Carolina.

Africans revolt in Puerto Rico.

Africans revolt in Colombia.

Africans revolt in Mexico.

Africans revolt in Panama.

Africans revolt in Cuba.
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INFUSION POINT LINKAGES TO AMERICAN HISTORY
African
Resistance » 1540 - 10,000 captives a year are shipped from African to Spanish Colonies.
(1470 - 1800)

» 1560 - England enters slave trade.
» 1591 - Arabs invade and conquer Timbuktu, West Africa.
» 1626 - Queen Nzingha of Angola declares war against all slave traders and continued her resistance until 1656.
» 1642 - Africans lead several revolts in the Americas during the period of enslavement from 1642 - 1779.
» 1787 - The King of Almammy, a Senegalese ruler, outlaws the slave trade in his kingdom.
» 1787 - United States Laws affirm Black subordination.
» 1787 - Founding of Black America with the “Free African Society”. First step of enslaved people toward South and North

social organization and recognition.

ational Equity - Rev. 2002 UNIT 2 African and African American History Infusion Curriculum - Page 146
097-2001 by The School District of Palm Beach County, Florida



RESISTANCE: AFRICAN RESISTANCE TO SLAVERY

STRAND A
TIME, CONTINUITY AND CHANGE

TIME LINE: 1400 - 1600

Displacement of Africa’s ("Estavanico explores the land European aristocracy emerges amid
natural and human wealth “Pascua Florida” with Spanish widespread famine, crime and poverty.
begins \explorer Panfilo Narvaez Estavanico is killed by Pueblo Native
Americans
Tribal Chiefs, Arabs and ) 4
4 | Moors begin modern Black
Slavery ) 10,000 captives a year are 4 [England enters slave trade J
hipped from Africa to
R [Spain officially begins ] panish Colonies [Over 20,000 African slaves in Mexico ]
slave trade 4
A
Father Bartholomé De Las Casas, a Arabs invade and
Catholic priest, condemns use of Native conquer Timbuktu,
American slaves but suggests use of West Africa
Africans instead.
A

1 1600

King — - : .
Billions in gold and . . Africans revolt in

;‘Ai\gr]]:tzhth . silver are moved to é\fncr?nsérevolt in [ Colombia

e Europe from slave mines uerto Rico

traders till

;{One million Africans are exported to Latin America} -
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TIME LINE: 1605 — 1626

King James | charters English government gives monopolies [_I_I_I_I_I_W—]n ernational slave trading increases
The London Company to slave trading companies
First English settlers land
4 in Jamestown, Virginia 1

»

Queen Nzingha

- - - - of Angola
First Black child born in English e D

A America, is christened “William” :
|Jamestown, Virginia l in the Church of England ﬁgzg:sslave

1605 1607 1618 1619 1624 1625 1626
The London Company awards [ Cycle of African debasement begins]
first land grants to European -
settlers
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TIME LINE: 1634 - 1687

Slavery is introduced into Maryland The “Rainbow” makes first A Spanish chronicle
and Delaware colonies slavery voyage from the “Cadornega” estimates
North American colonies that over a million
laves were taken from
4 frica to Spanish America

Maryland Assembly enacts edict that A
excluded Blacks from White society Nation’s development and future
and became the basis for a national availability of a bound labor force 4

public policy on the use of Blacks

4 [AII colonies Iegalize]

Africans as slaves
A

4 |Maryland and Virginia
enact slavery laws

France issues royal

order allowing slavery

Massachussetts becomes the in French colonies

first colony to Iggalize slavery
1634 1639 1640 1641 1643 1645 1662 1664 1667 1670 1680 1687

Virginia enacts fugitive England passes act to Runaway slaves
Doctrine of Unequal Exchange slave law regulate slave behavio begin arriving
begins with the Native Americans England enacts on British owned in North Florida
Navigation Acts plantations from Georgia and

the Carolinas
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TIME LINE: 1705 - 1760
[ States enact Slave Codes]
t Virginia establishes
Slave Squealing System
/
t Benjamin Banneker South Carolina STt ETe] MBI
England secures monopoly >en) (e Carolinas offer free
: inventor and scientist, enacts Negro Act :
on the Transatlantic Slave s (e of 1740 land to White males
Trade to North America who owned female
slaves
f t 4 North ~
- orthern

Government prohibits Segregation 4

slave manumissions begins

(except for informers)

A
A
1705 1712 1713 1731 1739 — 1740 1760
Slave revolt in New Stono slave rebellion near
York exposed Charleston, SC
> [More than 150 slave revolts: nearly all exposed by Black informers ] <
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TIME LINE: 1775 - 1800

Founding of Black America

with the “Free African Society”; Haitian Revolution begins

the first step of a people toward with slave revolt in Northern

South and North social Providence

organization and recognition Colonies enact

4 Fugitive Slave Act
Benjamin Banneker surveys the
US. Laws District of Columbia t

Revolutionary |« affirm Black N
War subordination

A
First immigration law
specifies “White” only

T

1775 1783 — 1787 1790 1791 1793 1800

King of Almammy l
outlaws the slave trade
in his kingdom

[Invention of the cotton gin ]

v

Northwest territory land > “
is closed to Africans [Slavery on decline; value of slaves drops; some slaves are set free J
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INFUSION POINT DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS
African » Angola - A country in Southwest Africa.
Resistance

(1470 - 1800) » Benin - A country in West Africa.

»  Chattel Slavery - Slaves are considered the property of the owner -- not considered members of the family.
» Congo - A country in Central Africa.

» Fante - A cultural group in West Africa.

» Ghana - A country in West Africa.

» Nigeria - A country in West Africa.

» Portuguese - The people, culture and language of Portugal.

» Senegal - A country in West Africa.

»  Treachery - Violation of trust.
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RECOMMENDED STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Language Arts Social Studies

» Debate how the idea of European negotiations lead to
African rebellions.

» Construct a physical/political map of Africa. Include all
major physical features including the major natural
resources of the regions.

» Compose an account of slave resistance against
European enslavement. Present the account in the form
of an epic poem.

» Compare and contrast Biblical slavery with chattel

slavery. ; .
> Write a news account of a sighting of a Portuguese » Make a chart that describes the kings and queens of
slaver in the sight of Benin. Include who, what, when, ancient Africa.

» The Diaspora: Report on the connections between
7 Africa and the following places: Puerto Rico, Colombia

Mexico. Panama. Cuba. 7

where, why, and how clues.

CURRICULUM Science
INFUSION
» Examine a piece of gold. Explain why gold was such a
Mathematics valuable natural resource to both the Africans and to the
Europeans.
> Construct a timeline of African Resistance between > Explain the chemical formula of silver. What are its
1470 — 1800. properties and how was silver used by the Europeans?
> Determine the length of the West African coastline. > Report on how the Willow family yields salicylic acid- and
> Plot the distances between the following places on a Kolin. The Kolin plant has been used to treat diarrhea.
map: Portugal to Ghana; England to Benin; Portugal to Today Kolin is the active ingredient in Kaopeatal.
Republic of the Congo; France to Angola; England to » Describe the chemical composition of the Kolin plant and
Senegal. explain how it was used to treat illness that existed
7 thousands of years ago.
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RECOMMENDED STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Research Skills

» Using the Internet and media sources, prepare a position
paper on the relationship between the African leaders .
and the community they guide. Humanities/Arts
> Prepare a report on the different terrains of Africa. - — -
> Document the instances of rebellion that Africans > Develop a scrapbook on African music in the African
endorsed in order to fight the enslavement process. Resistance to Slavery period. _
o » Document the visual arts/paintings from this era.

» Document the music from this era. Compare and
contrast the music and visual arts of Africa and
Europe and South America.

» Highlight the jewelry and its artistic influence on
African culture during the resistance to slavery.

CURRICULUM

INFUSION

Critical Thinking Skills

» Conduct an interview with a "Griot.”

» Prepare an interactive journal on the content of this
unit.

> Prepare a scrapbook on the lives of African leaders in
the Twentieth century.
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INFUSION POINT RECOMMENDED STUDENT EVALUATION
African 1. Students will be assessed on their ability to research and orally present what they believe the following
Resistance leaders of each country listed below would have said about the slave trade:

(1470 - 1800)
Leader of Senegal

Leader of Ghana
Leader of Benin

Leader of Nigeria
Leader of Congo

Leader of Angola

2. Students will be assessed on their comprehension by completing vocabulary tests and a short essay.

3. Students will be assessed on their ability to accurately document, in a time line, the development and process of African
resistance to slavery in Africa. A multiple choice format can be utilized.
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INFUSION POINT RECOMMENDED STUDENT EVALUATION
African
Resistance
(1470 - 1800) Pre/Post Assessment
K. CURRENT KNOWLEDGE — FORMATIVE
» Use a teacher made assessment instrument.
» Assess knowledge of the slave routes.
» Assess knowledge of the African nations whose populations were involved in the slave

trade.

W. WHAT IS TO BE LEARNED? PROCESS
» Use unit content and formulate assessment items.
» Use journals, presentations, portfolios in the process.

L. WHAT WAS LEARNED? SUMMATIVE

» Use journals, portfolios to assess gains.

» Use multiple choice exams.

» Use product evaluation.

» Use research papers and assess with a matrix.
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